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2 Members enjoy a festive lunch to celebrate the season

The photographs below show thirty-seven members enjoying a delicious festive Christmas
lunch at the Cwrt Bleddyn Hotel on Friday, 28th November.




Before lunch they were entertained by Michael Faraday and Judith Lindwall, both members,
who presented three wonderful poems, complete with accents and funny gestures, which put
everyone in great spirits for the delicious lunch.



It was a brilliant performance. Thank you very much Mike and P
Judith!! &

While enjoying their post lunch coffee, tea and mince pies, members took part in a raffle with
prizes going to every table.

If you would like to check out the poems online they are:

Chaos at The Crib by John Lester, which was adapted and read by Mike Faraday
Talking Turkey by Benjamin Zephaniah read by Judith Lindwall

Santa’s Greatest Secret by Lyndon Jeremiah read by Mike Faraday and Judith Lindwall

Whilst we would love to continue the tradition of a Christmas lunch for members it is
becoming increasingly difficult to source a suitable venue and keep costs to a reasonable
amount. Joan Clarke did a marvellous job this year negotiating successfully with the venue,
but we have been told costs will rise considerably next year.

For groups such as ours, we have noticed it is becoming increasingly popular to hold a
‘Winter lunch’ instead, usually in January or February. At this quiet time of the year, it could
be an appealing event to members as well as being a slower time for hotels with a
consequential reduction in costs to us all. The Committee will be considering this approach
for next year.

Do let us know your views and if you can suggest somewhere suitable for 2026/7 please
pass on the details to a member of the committee.

Venues for Members’ Meetings in 2026

In the past, we have used both Llangybi Hall and the Memorial Hall in Usk for our
Members’ meetings and other occasions. This has been part of our approach to vary the
locations to suit our members. Unfortunately, Llangybi Hall is not available on Friday
afternoons in 2026. However, we have been able to schedule a Members’ meeting at the
Memorial Hall for our February meeting as well as the AGM in March.

Do you know of a suitable alternative venue we could use? Please contact a member of
the Committee and we will look into the possibilities for future use.



Moving forward in 2026 - setting up our own Facebook page

We are very keen to grow our membership by promoting all the wonderful things we do.
We know how important technology and being up-to-date is and so we would like to set up
a Usk u3a Facebook Page. Many U3As have benefitted from creating a strong presence
online, in particular creating their own Facebook page.

So, we want to get a small group of members together to create and maintain this, could
this be you? If YOU have the interest and skills to help us set this up, we would love to
hear from you. Please contact a member of the Committee for more information.

An update on insurance arrangements

We all know how important it is to have insurance. The Trust provides Usk u3a with
insurance for occasions like our Members’ meetings and activities undertaken in the
Interest Groups. From time to time, we have shared our frustration with you that this
insurance only covers members and not invited guests, who could help us increase
attendance at events and add a little to our finances. But, it has always been made very
clear that we have insurance ONLY for members and we cannot invite guests.

Recently, it came to the Committee’s attention that it may be possible for a u3a member of
another group, for example Chepstow or Monmouth u3a to attend events or activities we
hold. Similarly, an Usk u3a member may attend a u3a event without being a member of
that u3a as long as that u3a has agreed this arrangement. While the numbers of members
who might want to take this up will not be large, it could bring benefits to Usk u3a as well
as other u3a groups.

We have been advised by the Trust that this action would require a change to our
constitution. So, this information is advance notice of a change we hope to discuss and
may propose at the AGM next March.

The Bridge Group Festive afternoon

The bridge group enjoyed a great afternoon of serious bidding and lots of fun! Eighteen
members took part and the winners selected their prizes. Everyone left with something from
Santa! Thank you Lee for organising a great afternoon!






FINALLY

The Committee would like to wish you all a very merry and peaceful
Christmas and a happy New Year. See you in 2026!




